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Jit a Yearly Meetings held in PhiUidelphiay hy ad" 
joumments^ from the nineteenth of the Fourth Month to 
the twenty-fourth of the same^ inclmive^ 1830. 

The attentioB of the meeting having been drawn to the 
deeply interesting subject of the right education of our 
youth^ and being impressed with its importance to the 
best interest of society, and sensible of the peculiar trials 
which Friends have to encounter at the present time, in 
their small meetings, it was concluded to separate a Com- 
mittee to enter fully into a consideration of this important 
subject, in all its parts ; and if any way shoidd present to 
obviate or lessen the existing difficulties, and to promote 
this interesting concern, they are desired to report to a 
future sitting. — ^Five Friends were accordingly appointed 
from each Quarterly Meeting. 

24th of the month, and 7th of the week. 

A Report from the Committee appointed on the subject 
of the education of our youth being produced and read, 
and, on deliberate consideration, fully united -with; it was 
directed to be printed for distribution, and the advice and 
propositions therein contained, are affectionately and ear- 
nestly recommended to the observance of our subordinate 
meetings, and our members generally. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE, 



TO THE YEARLY MEETING. 

THE Committee appointed to consider the subject of 
the right education of our youth, and whether any way 
presents to lessen or obviate the existing difficulties in re- 
lation thereto, have had several meetings, and weightily 
considered these subjects. They are united in the 
belief that the first and most important step towards 
the accomplishment of this great object, is, for Friends, 
throughout the Yearly Meeting, both individually, and in 
their Quarterly, Monthly, and Preparative Meetings, to 
dwell under a sense of its magnitude, and of their own re- 
sponsibility. • The difficulties on every hand, are great and 
discouraging, and it is only as we bring our minds to a sense 
of the importance of a guarded religious education over 
all considerations of convenience or worldly profits, that 
we shall be strengthened to make the efforts and sacrifices 
that appear to be required by the circumstances in which 
we are placed. If the children of Friends are expected 
to grow up with an attachment to the Society and its doc- 
trines, and to conform to the testimonies we believe our- 
selves called upon to maintain, it must become the fervent 
religious concern of parents to commence the work at an 
early period in life. They must be instructed in the 
doctrines and precepts of the Christian religion, in the 
nature and grounds of our own peculiar testimonies, and 
their tender minds imbued with a love of piety and holi- 
ness. Above all, we should be engaged to enforce these 
precepts by a corresponding life, and to show them that 
we are more anxious to promote their religious welfare 
than any temporal advantages. 



Unquestionably^ it is the duty of every parent who pos- 
sesses the means^ to give his children liberal instruction 
in useful knowledge^ and to cultivate those mental endow- 
ments which a beneficent Creator has bestowed on man 
for a noble purpose. But this is not the primary concern. 
It is of more importance to guard them from the contagion of 
corrupt principles and evil example ; and the present con- 
dition of this Yearly meetings renders this consideration 
one of e}(tensive practical application. 

Many of the schools^ formerly under the care of monthly 
and preparative meetings, are now under the control of 
the Separatists, and are chiefly taught by persons of that 
description, or composed of their children. If the chil- 
dren of Friends are sent to these schools, it exposes them 
to the influence of sentiments adverse to the doctrines of 
the Christian religion, and to the testimonies, the disci- 
pline, and the order of our religious society. In some 
neighbourhoods the^e are no other schools than such as 
these. We have felt a tender sympathy for religiously 
exercised parents, who are thus situated, and who cannot 
conscientiously subject their offspring to the influence of 
such evil communicatioi^s. We earnestly desire that they 
may dwell deeply under their concern, and we believe 
that as this becomes more prevalent, a way w ill be opened 
for the relief of Friends, in places where the prospect is 
• now very discouraging. We therefore recommend that 
the Yearly Meeting earnestiy advise its several Quarterly 
Meetings to enter deeply into the important subject of 
education, and to promote in the subordinate meetings, the 
establishment of schools, to be taught by members of our 
religious Society, under the superintendence of monthly 
or preparative meetings, and that a vigilant care be exer- 
cised in all such schools, to instruct the children in the 



principles of the Christian rdigioQ^ abd the peculiar tes- 
timoniei of our religious Society; and diat each Qterterly 
Meeting raise a school fuhd^ to be applied, undet* the di- 
rection of a committee, to the assistance of those ineetingB 
and families which may require such aid. ' The daily 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and the regular att^idance 
of the scholars at mid-week meetings, where it is practi- 
cable, should be enjoined at all these schools. 

It is, however, important for Friends to bear in mind^ 
that the business of education must be begun at homey and 
that the discipline and docility, which will enable chil- 
dren to profit by the in)5tructioDS of their teachers, and 
which often determine the course of their future life, should 
be inculcated there. iE^amestly do we desire that a reli- 
gious sense of these important truths may more and mor^ 
prevail in our Society. Were this the case, we believe 
that there would scarcely be found any ntuatipn so desti^ 
tute or remote, as to deprive a child of the advantages of a 
religious education and of the rudiments of school learn- 
ing. The business of instructing in the elements of learu'* 
ing does not demand extensive acquirements. There are 
few persons of common abilities, who have themselves been 
taught these elements, upon whom a proper religious con- 
cern for the welfare of their ofl&pring would not confer a 
sufficient qualification for this purpose. And where Friends 
are so situated as not to be within the reach of a suitable? 
school, we believe it will become their religious duty to 
cultivate, according to the best of their ability^ the tender 
plants committed to their charge. 

There are neighbourhoods, in which but two or three 
fiaimilies of Friends are situated, and these at a remote dis^ 
tance from their brethren. It b recommended to such to 
assist each other in the instruction of their cldldren, in 
catse regularly qualified teachers cannot be pbtained. 
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In order more fully to bring this subject before our next 
Yearly Meeting, it is further recommended, that the 
Quarterly Meetings be enjoined to make a fall report 
thereto, respecting the state of education within their 
respective limits, the number of schools established, the 
aid they have extended to subordinate meetings in ad- 
vancing this important concern, and the number and situa- 
tion of those meetings, if any, in which such schools do not 
exist. 

On considering the situation of the boarding school at 
Westown, we have ifgreed to recommend, that in order 
more widely to spread its usefalness, The price for the 
board and tuition of children, members of our own Yearly 
Meeting, at that Seminary, be reduced to sixty dollars 
per annum :^ And also, that it be recommended to Friends 
throughout the Yearly Meeting, to enter into voluntary 
subscriptions and donations, in order to raise a fund, to be 
applied under the direction of the Committee charged 
with the care of the school, to defray a part, or the whole 
of the expenses of those children, members of our Yearly 
Meeting, whose parents are not in circumstances to edu- 
cate them there. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

HINCHMAN HAINES, 
JOHN FORSYTHE. 

» 

Philadelphia^ Fourth Months 24/A, 1830. 

Extracted from the Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, 

SAMUEL BETTLE, Clerk. 

* Tbe Boarding School Committee have concluded that the change 
of price take place from and after the Ist of the 5fh month, 1830. 
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